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GRAFFITI VANDALISM BILL 2015 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [5.05 pm] — in reply: I was just 
getting to the last of the issues that were raised by Hon Kate Doust, and also, in a sense, by Hon Lynn MacLaren, 
and that was the question of penalties. Of course, imprisonment is a penalty of last resort. The bill prescribes that 
there will be a mandatory minimum of community service work to clean up graffiti vandalism caused by an 
offender and those of like mind. That is one of the benefits of the legislation, in fact, because the evidence from 
a juvenile clean-up program appears to be that once a juvenile has been involved in the cleaning up of graffiti, 
their attitude towards graffiti seems to change and they are less inclined to proceed with further offending. 
Penalties are not the only response that the government has taken. The government has also put in place other 
strategies, as members have alluded to, to address the issue of graffiti vandalism. Graffiti is a significant 
problem, and the government is continuing to take steps to deal with it. 

I mentioned in the second reading speech, and I think it was mentioned also in the other place, that the cost of 
removing graffiti is in the order of $8 million a year. I am informed that is an error and it is close to $25 million. 
We have been told more recently that it is $30 million. I accept that these figures will always a bit fuzzy, because 
these things are hard to ascertain with any precision, but that figure would seem to be consistent with the amount 
of time, effort and expense that has to be taken to clean up the mess that these people make. 

It is unfortunate that the Greens did not support the bill. I think that, in light of the comments I have made, the 
Greens might have taken the opportunity to reconsider their position and might have had a different attitude. In 
any event, I thank members for their contributions, and the opposition for its support of the legislation, and 
I move that the bill be read a second time. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Michael Mischin (Attorney General), and passed. 
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